
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 88-157

SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINES
SAN JOSE
SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region (hereinafter called the Regional Board) finds that:

1. International Business Machines (IBM), hereinafter called the
discharger, operates and owns a facility that manufactures data
processing machines, including disk drives and mass storage systems,
at 5600 Cottle Road in the City of San Jose, Santa Clara County
(Attachment 1). Construction of the facility began in 1955 on land
previously used for agricultural purposes. The facility has been in
operation since December 1956.

2. The Regional Board adopted Waste Discharge Requirements in Order No.
84-90 on December 18, 198L, for the discharger's interim site
remediation. The State Water Resources Control Board (hereinafter
State Board) adopted Order No. WQ 86-8 which clarified the Regional
Board Order and responded to appeals on Order No. 8L,-90. Order No.
84-90 was amended on March 16, 1988 by Regional Board Order No. 88-45.
This Site Cleanup Requirement Order rescinds Orders No. 84-90 and 88­
45. This Order sets tasks and submittal dates for final site
remediation to be consistent with the Health and Safety Code and the
National Contingency Plan.

3. At the facility, organic chemicals are and have been handled and
stored in bottles, drums, above ground tanks, and under ground tanks.
The discharger uses organic chemicals such as 1,1 J 1- trichloroethane
(TCA) , Freon 11, Freon 12, Freon 113, isopropyl alcohol (IPA) , xylene,
acetone, petroleum naphthas and other organic chemicals during the
disk manufacturing process.

4. In October 1980, the discharger discovered TCA, petroleum naphtha and
xylenes in soil during excavation of underground tanks and after
confirming that a release of chemicals had occurred, reported the
release to Regional Board staff. In November 1981, additional
investigation revealed extensive ground water pollution and a
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